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LEGAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION



CONSTITUTION

The Centre for Search Research was incorporated in August 1997 as a private company limited by 
guarantee not having a share capital. It became a registered charity in October 1997.

TRUSTEES

The trustees serving during the year and since the year end were as follows:

Chairman David Owen

Other David Perkins
Peter Roberts

Sir Humphry Wakefield, a former director and trustee, has been the Centre's Patron since October
1999

SECRETARY AND TREASURER

David Perkins

REGISTERED OFFICE

9 Astley Gardens
Seaton Sluice
Whitley Bay 
Northumberland
NE26 4JJ

ACCOUNTANT

A Gurney, Chartered Accountant
4 West Terrace
Seaton Sluice
Whitley Bay
Tyne and Wear
NE26 4RE

BANKERS

Barclays Bank Plc
The South East Northumberland Group
Northumbria House
Cramlington
Northumberland
NE23 6QP

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES



The trustees are pleased to present their report for the charity for the period ended 31st August
2OO3.

Legal and administration information is set out on page 1 forms part of this report. The financial 
statements comply with current statutory requirements, and the Statements of Recommended 
Practice - Accounting and Reporting by Charities.

OBJECTS OF THE CHARITY

The purpose of the Centre for Search Research is to protect and preserve the lives of persons who are 
missing or endangered by accident or natural hazard by conducting research into all aspects of the 
techniques used for searching for such persons and to disseminate the useful results of such research
and to assist the voluntary and statutory emergency services in connection with such works.

ORGANISATION

The trustees met four times during the year: October and December in 2002, plus June and August
in 2003.

REVIEW OF ACHIEVEMENTS TOWARDS MEETING THE CHARITY'S OBJECTIVES

The work done on behalf of the Charity towards meeting its objectives has been carried out by Mr
David Perkins and Mr Peter Roberts. Both are long-standing members of a local Search and Rescue
(SAR) team - Northumberland National Park SAR Team - and both have a considerable degree of SAR
experience.  Their work has been voluntary and unpaid.

Object 1 : To conduct research into all aspects of the techniques used for searching for missing
persons

Activities and Achievements : a variety of search techniques and associated training materials 
that we had developed over the years was brought together to form a new course. In addition, we have
made significant progress with the UK Missing Person Behaviour Statistics project.

UK Missing Person Behaviour Statistics project: the data collection system that we designed in
conjunction with the Incident Statistics Collator for the Mountain Rescue Committee of England and
Wales (MRC) is now an established part of the national procedure for reporting incidents involving MR and
SAR Teams.  A second report was produced in September 2002 and put onto the MRC and Centre for Search 
Research websites.  At the time there were about 360 records on the database.  Also in September 2002 we 
presented a paper at the Canadian national Search and Rescue conference in Halifax, Nova Scotia in which
we discussed the origins, implementation and results to date of the project.  It was well received and the
subsequent discussion was fruitful.  By the end of the year the database contained information on more
than 500 reported incidents; some modifications that would enhance the statistics were being considered
prior to the production of a third report.

Search skills and night search techniques:  work done under these headings has given rise to a new course
called Field Search Skills.  This is described under Object 2.

Object 2 : to provide training for voluntary and statutory emergency services in respect of 
missing persons.



Activities and Achievements : we have taught our training courses "Managing the Initial Response" 
on three occasions, and our follow-on course "Incident Management after the Initial Response" twice.
In addition, we have taught our new search skills three times during the year.

Managing the Initial Response : we taught this course to SAR volunteers and police from 
Central Scotland in December 2002, and on two occasions in 2003 - January and April - to volunteers and
full-time officers from the Irish Coast Guard.  

Incident Management after Initial Response : we taught this course to Irish SAR volunteers and
Garda in November 2002, and to UK police and local SAR volunteers in February 2003.

Field Search Skills: this is a new course.  It consists of classroom theory and practical work
in the field, and covers searching during daytime and at night.  It is wide-ranging in content and can be
adapted to suit a variety of audiences.  It was taught to Irish SAR volunteers in February 2003 and to
volunteers and full-time officers from the Irish Coast Guard on two occasions in August 2003.

Object 3 : to publish materials to assist voluntary and statutory emergency services in respect
of missing persons.

Activities and Achievements :       we made two presentations at the Canadian national SAR conference 
in September 2002, one on the UK Missing Person Behaviour project and the other on SAR training.  In July
we gave a presentation on the management of the initial phase of a missing person incident to a gathering of
police officers from a number of forces in the UK.

Object 4: to collect and collate information from other individuals and organisations and to
disseminate as appropriate.

Activities and Achievements :   there are only a small number of individuals working in the world
currently working in related topics and we exchange information freely with them. This information, where
relevant, is passed on to interested parties.

SPECIAL EXEMPTIONS

We have taken advantage in the preparation of the Trustees' Report of the special exemptions 
applicable to small companies conferred by part V11 of the Companies Act 1985.

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD

Date : 5th December 2003 D Perkins


