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LEGAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
 
The Centre for Search Research was incorporated in August 1997 as a private company limited by 
guarantee and not having a share capital (company number 3421851).  It became a registered charity 
in October 1997 (number 1064927).  Its Directors and Trustees on 1st September 1998 were: 
 
Mr David Owen (Chair) 
Mr David Perkins (Secretary and Treasurer) 
Sir Humphry Wakefield 
 
Sir Humphry Wakefield resigned as Trustee and Director in August 1999, and has since become 
Patron. 
 
The Trustees met four times during the year: December 1998, and March, April, July 1999. 
 
 
REVIEW OF PROGRESS AND ACHIEVEMENTS TOWARDS MEETING THE CHARITY’S 
OBJECTIVES 
 
The work done on behalf of the Charity towards meeting its Objectives is done by Mr David Perkins 
and Mr Peter Roberts, who are long-standing members of a local Search and Rescue (SAR) team.  
Their work is voluntary and entirely unpaid. 
 
Object 1: to conduct research into all aspects of the techniques used for searching for missing 
persons. 
 
Activities and Achievements: during the year work has been done to initiate two longer-term 
projects.  The end results will be to provide UK-based Missing Person Behaviour Statistics and a 
potential improvement in the performance of search dogs. 
 
Missing Person Behaviour Statistics: the use of Behaviour Statistics to assist in searching for lost or 
missing persons is well established.  The statistics used are derived from studies done in the USA and 
Canada.  There are no equivalent statistics for the UK, despite the large numbers of occurrences and 
the fact that there exists an established procedure for collecting data for incidents in which SAR 
teams are involved.   
 
We helped to devise a system for collecting these statistics and a pilot study, which is still ongoing, 
was initiated in March 1999.  The purpose of this is to validate the data collection process before the 
system goes 'live' in January 2000.  It was intended to provide some initial impetus for the project by 
means of a seminar, to which interested persons from each region of the UK would be invited, but the 
necessary funding did not materialise and the seminar did not go ahead. 
 
We will publish a preliminary report at the end of 1999, based on the pilot study.  So far, data has 
been slow in coming in from the regions, possibly as a result of the seminar not taking place.  As from 
January 2000 the new system will go 'live', and incident reports from SAR teams will be on a revised 
document, from which Missing Person Behaviour Statistics for the UK can be derived. 



  
The Performance of Search Dogs: all recognised search dogs are assessed at regular intervals 
throughout their working life.  This takes the form of practical search tests, done in the field with 
'bodies' for the dog to find.  The process is recorded on each occasion on an Assessment Record card 
in the form of marks awarded to the dog for each component of the search process.  These 
Assessment Record cards therefore provide valuable information as to how a number of dogs have 
performed in a number of different search situations over a period of time. 
 
We were given access to a sample of these cards covering a period of six years.  This provided us with 
information about the equivalent of almost 500 searches for missing persons.  This was analysed and a 
preliminary report produced in November 1998.  This provided information which had never been seen 
before on the detection rate of a trained search dog, what affects it and what the handler can do to 
optimise the dog's performance.  This clearly has great implications with regard to training. 
 
The planned follow-up is to develop strategies to be used by dog handlers in the field.  At a later date, 
this will be followed by another analysis of Assessment Records, to see if any improvement has taken 
place. 
 
 
Object 2: to provide training for voluntary and statutory emergency services in respect of 
missing persons. 
 
Activities and Achievements: training courses in Incident Management have been provided on three 
occasions; participants have included police officers and members of civilian SAR teams from the 
North of England and South Scotland.  We are committed to deliver a similar course in the Isle of 
Man in November 1999. 
 
We were amongst the group of presenters at Enumclaw in Washington State USA for the pilot 
presentation of a new Incident Management training course.  Following this we undertook the writing 
of the manual; the first draft was produced in June 1999.  We will be participating as presenters when 
this course is taught for the first time in Washington State in January 2000.  There will be further 
work to be done in the development of a second training course and the writing of the accompanying 
manual. 
 
Future progress is dependent to a degree on funding; the new course is designed to be delivered by 
means of a computer with the correct software and a suitable projector.  At the moment we have the 
computer and the software but lack a projector.  Failure to acquire one will seriously impair our ability 
to deliver the new course in the UK. 
 
 
Object 3: to publish materials to assist voluntary and statutory emergency services in respect of 
missing persons. 
 
Activities and Achievements: the preliminary report on search dog performance has been circulated 
to interested parties for comment, and is now in the process of being prepared for submission to 
Response magazine, the leading US SAR publication, as part of a set of papers covering our work on 



this topic.  The work on the new Incident Management course has resulted in a new training manual, 
which has been published in its preliminary form.  The report from the pilot Missing Person Behaviour 
Statistics study will be published at the end of 1999. 
 
A total of five presentations were made with accompanying papers at conferences during the year, 
dealing with the Missing Person Behaviour Statistics Study, and a new way of using Missing Person 
Behaviour Statistics in order to determine where to look for the missing person.   These presentations 
were made at conferences held at Bangor, N. Wales in September 1998 and Enumclaw, Washington 
State in May 1999. 
 
There is a cost, albeit not very large, associated with the publication and distribution of research 
papers; of greater significance is the cost incurred in attending conferences.  Attendance at these is 
highly valuable, not just to enable us to present our work to a wider audience but to keep up with the 
relatively limited amount of new work which is going on elsewhere. 
 
 
Object 4: to collect and collate information from other individuals and organisations and to 
disseminate as appropriate. 
 
Activities and Achievements: we have yet to address this object in a proper manner.  At the moment 
we are investigating possible alternative strategies; the most likely seems to be using the Internet 
but this has costs associated with it and will be considered as part of the fundraising objectives for 
the current year. 
 
 
 
 
David Owen 
17th November 1999 
 
for and on behalf of the Trustees 

 


