
THE CENTRE FOR SEARCH RESEARCH

LEGAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION

PERIOD ENDED 31st  AUGUST 2002



CONSTITUTION

The Centre for Search Research was incorporated in August 1997 as a private company limited by 
guarantee not having a share capital. It became a registered charity in October 1997.
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David Owen
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Other Peter Roberts

Sir Humphry Wakefield, a former Director and Trustee, has been the Centre's Patron since October
1999
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The trustees are pleased to present their report together with the financial statements of the charity for
the period ended 31st August 2002

Legal and administration information set out on page 1 forms part of this report. The financial statements 
comply with current statutory requirements, and the Statements of Recommended Practice - 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities.

OBJECTS OF THE CHARITY

The purpose of the Centre for Search Research is to protect and preserve the lives of persons who are 
missing or endangered by accident or natural hazard by conducting research into all aspects of the 
techniques used for searching for such persons and to disseminate the useful results of such research
and to assist the voluntary and statutory emergency services in connection with such works.

ORGANISATION

The Trustees met five times during the year : October and December 2001, plus February, April and 
June 2002

REVIEW OF ACHIEVEMENTS TOWARDS MEETING THE CHARITY'S OBJECTIVES

The work done on behalf of the Charity towards meeting its objectives has been carried out by Mr David
Perkins and Mr Peter Roberts. Both are long-standing members of a local Search and Rescue (SAR) 
team - Northumberland National Park  SAR Team, NNPSRT - and both have a considerable degree of 
SAR experience. Their work has been voluntary and unpaid.

Object 1 : To conduct research into all aspects of the techniques used for searching for missing
persons

practical work in the field was resumed this year after the enforced 
Activities and Achievements : 
break due to Foot and Mouth Disease. We have made significant progress with the UK Missing Persons
Statistics project.

the data collection system that we designed in conjunction 
UK Missing Person Behavior Statistics :
with the Incident Statistics Collator for the Mountain Rescue Committee of England and Wales (MRC) 
had become part of their national reporting procedure of incidents involving MR and SAR Teams in 
January 2000. However, data came in slowly; by the time of the MRC conference at Durham in 
September 2001 there were only 250 reported incidents. The presentation we made there generated a 
good level of positive support and resulted in a request for a report on the data so far, even though it 
would be limited. This was produced and put onto the MRC and the Centre for Search and Research 
websites in November 2001. Data started arriving in greater quantities after that. A full analysis and 
report was done in August 2002, by which time almost 400 records had been collected. That too went
on the websites.
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searching at night should be an important component of a SAR Team's 

Night search techniques :
capability, but while much is known about the various ways of searching in daylight, comparatively little
is known about searching at night. When NNPSRT outdoor training resumed after FMD, we used 



an exercise to trial some ideas. It was useful and generated a small number of statistics. No further
work was possible this year but more is planned for 2002 - 2003.

 our work in 2000 - 2001 was 
The use of rapid response search techniques by helicopters:
disrupted by FMD. In 2001 - 2002 the pilot from RAF Boulmer who had previously been involved with us 
had a posting to the Falklands, and retired from service on returning to the UK. As a result, not much 
progress has been made this year but interest and intent is still there.

we have started working on a completely new course that will tie
Searcher skills training :
together many of the things that we have done over a long period of time. We have a draft outline and 
a booking for 2003.

Object 2 : to provide training for voluntary and statutory emergency services in respect of 
missing persons.

we have acted as instructors on our training course "Managing the 
Activities and Achievements :
Initial Response" on nine occasions, and have done much to publicise the follow-on course "Incident
after the initial Response". In addition, we taught a series of courses in basic SAR skills and searching
for a missing person to Northumbria Police.

we taught this course to SAR volunteers from E Cumbria
Managing the Initial Response :
in Swaledale in September 2001; in October to SAR volunteers and police from the Greater 
Manchester area, and then in Ireland to volunteers from MR Civil Defense and the Coast Guards plus
Garda; in November MR volunteers at the Scottish MR conference; at Reading in April 2002 to SAR
volunteers from the Lowland SAR community in the south of England, and then to SAR volunteers from
the North East regional training weekend near Whitby; in May we were in Ireland again teaching to a 
similar group as in October, and then at Penrith to SAR volunteers from Lake District MR teams and 
local police. In June the course was taught to a group of officers with responsibility for managing 
missing person incidents from Northumbria Police as part of the training in SAR skills and searching for 
missing persons that we had been doing with them earlier in the year.

we were asked to design and teach a series of courses to
Basic SAR Skills and Awareness :
all members of Northumbria Police Territorial Support Group. This involved instruction and a short 
outdoor practical session, and took place early in 2002.

the course manual has been revised and much
Incident Management after Initial Response :
done to promote the course among those who have participated in the Initial Response course. We will  
be teaching it at least once in 2002 - 2003.

Object 3 : to publish materials to assist voluntary and statutory emergency services in respect
of missing persons.

      we made a presentation at the UK Mountain Rescue conference 
Activities and Achievements :
in September 2001, and have made some progress with our own website searchresearch. Org.UK.
The framework has been in place for a while and some of our published material has been added to it.
There is still work to do here.


